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CLAUDIO ESKENAZI 


THIS WEEK NO. 8 
ANNCR: 

"THIS WEEK." 

FROM THE VOICE OF AMERICA, THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK GONE 
BY...A LOOK AT SOME OF THE EVENTS, A CROSS-SECTION OF IDEAS, AND 
THE VOICES OF SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHO MADE NEWS DURING THE PAST 
SEVEN DAYS. YOUR NARRATOR IS----------- . 

NARR: 

INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM, HIJACKING AND A COMMANDO RAID WERE 
BACK IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK HEIGHTENING TENSIONS IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND CAUSING A RIFT BETWEEN TWO FORMERLY FRIENDLY NATIONS, 
EGYPT BROKE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CYPRUS, IN THE WAKE OF A 
GUN BATTLE AT LARNACA AIRPORT BETWEEN CYPRIOT NATIONAL GUARDSMEN 
AND EGYPTIAN COMMANDOS WHO WERE TRYING TO CAPTURE TWO 
PALESTINIAN GUNMEN ABOARD A HIJACKED AIRLINER, 

THE CRISIS BEGAN LAST WEEK WHEN THE TWO TERRORISTS STORMED 
INTO A NICOSIA HOTEL KILLING A PROMINENT EGYPTIAN JOURNALIST 
AND PERSONAL FRIEND OF PRESIDENT SADAT BEFORE SEIZING HOSTAGES 
AND COMMANDEERING A CYPRIOT AIRLINER. EARLY IN THE WEEK 
EGYPTIAN COMMANDOS ATTEMPTED TO CAPTURE THE GUNMEN AND RESCUE 
THE HOSTAGES AND THAT LED TO THE FIERCE GUN BATTLE LAST SUNDAY. 
FIFTEEN EGYPTIAN SOLDIERS WERE KILLED IN THE CLASH. 

THERE WERE CONFLICTING REPORTS OF WHETHER THE CYPRIOT 
AUTHORITIES WERE FULLY AWARE OF EGYPT'S INTENTION TO RESCUE THE 
HOSTAGES. EGYPT'S MINISTER OF INFORMATION GAVE HIS COUNTRY'S 
VERSION: 

H =- FINE! 

"THEY CTHE CYPRIOTS) WERE TOLD THAT WE WERE SENDING AN 


AIRPLANE TO HELP THEM, THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD THEM ON THE 
PHONE. OF COURSE IN THIS SITUATION WHAT WILL BE IN (SIDE) THE 
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AIRPLANE? WHAT? SOME GATEAUX CCAKES), SOME SANDWICH OR SOME 
PEOPLE WHO CAN REALLY DEAL WITH THE SITUATION." 


NARR: 

BUT LATER IN THE WEEK CYPRIOT PRESIDENT SPYROS KYPRIANOU 
SAID A CLEAR WARNING WAS GIVEN TO EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS AT LARNACA 
AIRPORT THAT ON NO ACCOUNT WOULD CYPRUS PERMIT A MILITARY 
OPERATION. A FEW MINUTES LATER, HE SAID, THE EGYPTIAN COMMANDOS 
EMERGED FROM A TRANSPORT PLANE AND THE ORDER WAS GIVEN TO THE 
CYPRIOT NATIONAL GUARD TO INTERVENE. MISTER KYPRIANOU ADDED THAT 
EGYPT AND CYPRUS HAD A LONG HISTORY OF FRIENDSHIP AND APPEALED 
TO ALL ARABS TO RESPECT CYPRIOT NEUTRALITY: 

TAPE: CUT TWO -- KYPRIANOU 

"WE DON'T WANT CYPRUS TO BE TURNED INTO AN ARENA WHERE 
OPPOSING VIEWS AND OPPOSING SIDES AMONG THE ARAB WORLD WOULD MEET 
AND SOLVE DIFFERENCES OR CARRY OUT DISPUTES." 

NARR: 

BACK IN CAIRO, PRESIDENT SADAT STRONGLY CONDEMNED THE 
NICOSIA GOVERNMENT FOR THE INCIDENT AND HE ACCUSED CYPRIOT 
AUTHORITIES OF TREACHERY, STILL, HE SAID, NOTHING WILL DETER 
HIM FROM SEEKING A PEACE SETTLEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST: 

TAPE: CUT THREE -- SADAT 

"PEACE EFFORTS HAVE NEVER BEEN FRUITFUL. THERE HAS BEEN 
MUCH MORE THAN THIS CTERRORISM) AFTER THE SECOND DISENGAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT, YOU MAY REMEMBER THIS. BUT IT NEVER CHANGED OR 
INFLUENCED ANYTHING AT ALL, THESE ARE CRIMINAL ACTS AND FOOLISH 
ACTS AND WE ARE QUITE READY TO PUT AN END TO IT." 

NARR: 

BACK IN THE UNITED STATES, IN ANOTHER ISSUE OF MAJOR CONCERN 
FOR THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION -- THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES == THE 
U.S. SENATE THIS WEEK HELD TWO DAYS OF CLOSED-DOOR DEBATE ON 
ALLEGATIONS THAT PANAMA'S CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT, OMAR TORRIJOS, AND 


OTHER PANAMANIAN OFFICIALS WERE INVOLVED IN DRUG TRAFFICKING. 
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THE SENATORS HEARD A REPORT PREPARED BY THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE 
COMMITTEE. IN A VERSION RELEASED TO THE PRESS, THE REPORT 
CONFIRMED THAT GENERAL TORRIJOS' BROTHER HAD BEEN INDICTED BY A 
U.S. GRAND JURY FOR DRUG TRAFFICKING. HOWEVER THE REPORT ALSO 
CONCLUDES THAT THERE IS NO RELIABLE EVIDENCE LINKING GENERAL 
TORRIJOS PERSONALLY TO ILLEGAL DRUG ACTIVITIES. 

SEVERAL TREATY SUPPORTERS IN THE SENATE CALLED THE DRUG 
MATTER A SIDE ISSUE AND IRRELEVANT TO THE DEBATE OF THE TREATIES 
THEMSELVES, SENATOR FRANK CHURCH WAS ONE OF THEM: 

TAPE: CUT FOUR ~-- CHURCH 

"I DON'T THINK THAT ANY SENATOR EVER LABORED UNDER THE 
ILLUSION THAT GENERAL TORRIJOS IS A SAINT, BUT THEN, OUR PURPOSE 
IS NOT TO CANONIZE HIM, MUCH LESS HIS BROTHER. IT'S HARD FOR 
ME TO SEE JUST HOW THIS RELATES TO THE TREATIES." 

NARR: 

BUT TREATY OPPONENT SENATOR ROBERT DOLE PREDICTED THE REPORT 
ON THE DRUG ISSUE WILL HAVE SOME IMPACT ON THE OUTCOME OF THE 
RATIFICATION PROCESS, THIS, HE FEELS, BECAUSE IT RAISES A 
QUESTION OF CREDIBILITY: 

TAPE: CUT FIVE -- DOLE 


"WE HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE CREDIBILITY OF GENERAL TORRIJOS 
BECAUSE HE IS GOING TO BE AROUND FOR A WHILE," 


NARR: 

ACCORDING TO THE FIRST INDICATIONS, THE SECRET SENATE 
HEARINGS ON THE DRUG CHARGES DID NOT CHANGE ANY VOTES EITHER FOR 
OR AGAINST THE PANAMA TREATIES THEMSELVES. (OPT) LATER IN THE 
WEEK BY A VOTE OF 67 TO 30 THE SENATE DEFEATED AN ATTEMPT BY 
TREATY OPPONENT JAMES ALLEN TO WEAKEN SUPPORT FOR THE TREATIES. 
HIS MOTION WOULD HAVE REQUIRED THE SENATE TO CONSIDER THE 
CANAL TREATY BEFORE THE NEUTRALITY TREATY -- REVERSING THE 


ORDER RECOMMENDED BY THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, THE 67 
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TO 30 - VOTE INDICATES THAT THE FINAL OUTCOME OF THE RATIFICATION 
PROCESS IS STILL TOO CLOSE TO CALL. CEND OPT) 

WHILE THE SENATE WAS DEBATING THE DRUG CHARGES AGAINST 
GENERAL TORRIJOS AND HIS BROTHER, THE WHITE HOUSE TOOK THE 
POSITION THAT THESE ALLEGATIONS ARE NOT IN ANY WAY AN ISSUE 
WHICH IS CENTRAL TO CONSIDERATION OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES. 

A WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT THE REAL QUESTION INVOLVED 
IS THAT OF U.S. NATIONAL INTERESTS. 

THE SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN CONFLICT IN THE HORN OF AFRICA CONTINUED 
TO ATTRACT CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION IN WASHINGTON THIS WEEK, 
PRESIDENT CARTER RECEIVED PERSONAL ASSURANCES FROM ETHIOPIAN 
LEADER, COLONEL MENGISTU, THAT ETHIOPIA DOES NOT INTEND TO CROSS 
THE SOMALI BORDER IN ITS COUNTEROFFENSIVE IN THE OGADEN WAR. 
THESE ASSURANCES, WHICH WERE WELCOMED BY MISTER CARTER, WERE 
RELAYED TO HIM THIS WEEK BY HIS DEPUTY ASSISTANT FOR NATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS DAVID AARON, WHO HAS JUST RETURNED FROM A MISSION 
TO ADDIS ABABA. VOA WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT DAVID GOLLUST HAD 
THESE DETAILS: 
TAPE: CUT SIX -- GOLLUST 
c "ACCORDING TO THE WHITE HOUSE, MISTER AARON ALSO RELAYED A 
PLEDGE FROM ETHIOPIA OF NON-INTERFERENCE IN THE AFFAIRS OF 
NEIGHBORING STATES. AND SPOKESMEN SAID THAT IN ADDITION, 
ETHIOPIAN LEADERS INFORMED MISTER AARON THAT THEY WOULD SOON AGREE 
TO RECEIVE A NEW AMERICAN AMBASSADOR IN ORDER TO FACILITATE BETTER 
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. WHITE HOUSE OFFICIALS 
SAID THE PURPOSE OF MISTER AARON'S MISSION TO ETHIOPIA WAS TO 
PERSONALLY EXPLAIN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY OF STRICY 
NEUTRALITY IN THE OGADEN CONFLICT -- THIS IN THE WAKE OF CHARGES 
FROM ADDIS ABABA THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD INDIRECTLY AIDED 
SOMALIA," 
NARR? 

COLONEL MENGISTU'S ASSURANCES THAT THE SOMALI BORDER WILL 
NOT BE CROSSED FOLLOWED LAST WEEKEND'S STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT 
CARTER THAT SUCH A CROSSING WOULD BE A SERIOUS BREACH OF PEACE, 


AT THE SAME TIME, MISTER CARTER CALLED ON SOMALIA TO WITHDRAW 
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FROM THE OGADEN REGION, WHICH HE SPECIFIED AS ETHIOPIAN TERRITORY. 
COPT)IN MOGADISCIO THIS WEEK PRESIDENT SAID BARRE SAID SOMALIA 
STILL WANTS A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE OGADEN CONFLICT, BUT HE 
SAID THE SOMALI GUERRILLAS IN THE AREA MUST DECIDE THE FUTURE 

OF ANY NEGOTIATIONS. MISTER SIAD ALSO SAID THAT THE PRESENT 
SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN BORDER IS BASED ON MAPS DRAWN DURING THE 
COLONIAL ERA. AND HE REPEATED SOMALIA'S LONG STANDING POSITION 
THAT THE OGADEN WAS A TARGET OF ETHIOPIAN COLONIALISM. COPT) 

IN ANOTHER AREA OF POTENTIAL CONFLICT IN AFRICA, THE RHODESIAN 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS WENT INTO A BRIEF RECESS THIS 
WEEK WHILE LEGAL EXPERTS TRY TO RESOLVE THE FORMATION OF AN 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT. A DEADLOCK HAS DEVELOPED OVER THE RELATIVE 
REPRESENTATION OF BLACKS AND WHITES IN AN INTERIM SETUP THAT WILL 
PREPARE RHODESIA FOR FULL BLACK MAJORITY RULE, 

PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH WANTS AN INTERIM ADMINISTRATION 
MADE UP OF EQUAL MEMBERS OF BLACKS AND WHITES WITH HIMSELF AS 
CHAIRMAN OF A COUNCIL OF STATE AND HIS APPOINTEE AS CHAIRMAN OF 
A COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. BUT THE BLACK LEADERS INSIDE RHODESIA 
APPEAR UNITED IN DEMANDING THAT EACH OF THE THREE NATIONALIST 
GROUPS AND THE WHITES MUST HAVE EQUAL REPRESENTATION ON EACH 
BODY. AND THIS WOULD MEAN A BLACK MAJORITY DURING THE INTERIM 
PERIOD, THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
DRAWING UP A CONSTITUTION AND CONDUCTING ELECTIONS ON A ONE= 
MAN-ONE-VOTE BASIS. 

IN WASHINGTON THIS WEEK, THE UNITED STATES SAID THE RHODESIAN 
INTERNAL AGREEMENT IS A SIGNIFICANT STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION, 
BUT AT THE SAME TIME, U.S, OFFICIALS WARNED THAT A PEACEFUL 
TRANSITTON TO MAJORITY RULE MUST HAVE THE PARTICIPATION OF ALL 
PARTIES, VOA DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT MARK WILLEN HAD THIS 
REPORT: 

APE: T_ SEVEN ~~ WILLEN 


"STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN HODDING CARTER TOLD REPORTERS 
WEDNESDAY THAT TO THE EXTENT IT OFFERS THE POSSIBILITY OF AN 
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EARLY END TO WHITE DOMINATION, THE SALISBURY AGREEMENT IS A 
SIGNIFICANT STEP, BUT HE NOTED THAT IMPORTANT DETAILS -- SUCH 
AS THE FORM OF A TRANSITION GOVERNMENT -- REMAIN TO BE WORKED 
OUT, AND UNTIL THEN, NO CONCLUSIONS CAN BE DRAWN. THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THE UNITED STATES REMAINS DEDICATED 
TO WORKING WITH ALL THE PARTIES -- THOSE IN SALISBURY AND THOSE 
OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY -- TO PROMOTE A PEACEFUL TRANSITION TO 
MAJORITY RULE. COPT) IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, THE SPOKESMAN 
STRESSED THE NEED FOR A TRANSITION THAT IS OPEN TO ALL THE PARTIES. 
HE INSISTED THE UNITED STATES IS NOT TRYING TO PRESCRIBE WHICH 
PARTIES SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN A TRANSITION GOVERNMENT, BUT HE 
WARNED THAT THERE WILL BE CERTAIN INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCES IF 
SOME PARTIES ARE BARRED. HE DID NOT REFER TO ANY PARTY BY NAME, 
BUT HE WAS OBVIOUSLY TALKING ABOUT THE PARTIOTIC FRONT." CEND OPT) 
NARR: 
WHILE THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAS BUSY THIS WEEK WITH EVENTS 
IN AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST, PRESIDENT CARTER HELD CONSULTATIONS 
WITH CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS ON THE EIGHTY-DAY-OLD COAL STRIKE IN 
THE UNITED STATES. MISTER CARTER SAID HE IS STILL HOLDING OUT 
SOME HOPE FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, BUT HE ADDED THAT HE 
WILL DEFINITELY MOVE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS FOR A FORCED SOLUTION 
TO THE DISPUTE IF UNION AND INDUSTRY CANNOT COME TO TERMS, 
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS FROM BOTH PARTIES WHO MET WITH 
MISTER CARTER AT THE WHITE HOUSE SAID THE PRESIDENT CONTINUES 
TO WEIGH THREE BASIC OPTIONS FOR ENDING THE STRIKE. THESE 
INCLUDE ORDERING THE MINERS BACK TO WORK UNDER THE TAFT-HARTLEY 
ACT, SEIZING THE MINES AND OPERATING THEM FEDERALLY UNTIL A 
SETTLEMENT IS REACHED, OR CALLING FOR BINDING ARBITRATION OF 
STRIKE ISSUES. EITHER OF THE LAST TWO OPTIONS WOULD REQUIRE 
CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL. 
ASSISTANT HOUSE DEMOCRATIC LEADER JAMES WRIGHT SAID PRESIDENT 
CARTER WOULD HAVE THE SUPPORT OF CONGRESS FOR WHATEVER COURSE 
HE CHOOSES. AND HE SAID THAT WITH INDUSTRIAL LAYOFFS MOUNTING 


RAPIDLY DUE TO THE STRIKE, ACTION MUST COME SOON: 


THIS WEEK NO. 8 PAGE 7 
TAPE: CUT EIGHT -- WRIGHT 

"WE ALL AGREE THAT THE CONSEQUENCES OF ALLOWING IT TO GO 
ON MUCH LONGER COULD BE SO GRAVE IN TERMS OF UNEMPLOYMENT IN 
TERMS OF POWER SHORTAGES, IN TERMS OF SOCIAL COSTS TO COMMUNITIES 
BESET WITH BLACKOUTS, THAT WE DON'T THINK HE CAN AFFORD TO WAIT 
MUCH LONGER, I BELIEVE HE FEELS THAT WAY HIMSELF. 

AND I BELIEVE THAT HE IS REASSURED AFTER MEETING WITH THE 
PARTISAN GROUP OF LEADERSHIP IN THE HOUSE AND SENATE THAT HE WILL 
HAVE THE SUPPORT OF CONGRESS WHATEVER BECOMES NECESSARY TO PROTECT 
THE PUBLIC FROM THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE DISASTER." 

NARR: 

IN BELGRADE THIS WEEK DELEGATES FROM 25 NATIONS CONTINUED 
NEGOTIATIONS ON A CONCLUDING DOCUMENT FOR THE HELSINKI REVIEW 
CONFERENCE, AND SO FAR THERE ARE NO SIGNS OF A CLEAR COMPROMISE, 
THE WEST INSISTS THAT HUMAN RIGHTS BE RE-AFFIRMED IN THE FINAL 
DOCUMENT. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS ALLIES, 
ALREADY BURDENED BY THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT'S HUMAN RIGHTS 
PREMISES, REFUSE TO MAKE ANY FURTHER COMMITMENTS, 

IN WASHINGTON, A STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN EXPRESSED MIXED 
VIEWS ON HOW THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE IS DRAWING TO A CLOSE. 
MISTER HODDING CARTER MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD 
HAVE PREFERRED A SUBSTANTIVE FINAL DOCUMENT, BUT AT THE SAME 
TIME, HE STRESSED THAT THIS WAS NEVER THE PRINCIPAL GOAL OF THE 
BELGRADE CONFERENCE. THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE MEETING WAS CONVENED 
TO REVIEW IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT, -- TO MEASURE 
THE BEHAVIOR OF EACH SIGNATORY AGAINST THE ESTABLISHED STANDARDS 
-- AND HE SAID THIS WAS ACCOMPLISHED AT CONSIDERABLE LENGTH 
DURING THE LATTER MONTHS OF LAST YEAR. IT WAS DURING THAT PERIOD 
THAT THE UNITED STATES TOOK THE LEAD IN SPEAKING OUT ABOUT HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE SOVIET UNION AND EASTERN EUROPE. 

ANNCR: 
AND THOSE ARE SOME OF THE STORIES THAT MADE HEADLINES THIS 


WEEK, YOUR NARRATOR WAS ----------- » JOIN US AGAIN NEXT ------- 
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WHEN THE VOICE OF AMERICA TAKES A LOOK AT THE NEXT SEVEN DAYS OF 


THE WEEK, 


JS/RCS/RTD 


